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N SENATLE OF THE UNITED STATES,
’ APRIL 16th, 1808.
L- Anderlon, fiom the committee, to whom was re-
ferred, on the 4th inftant, thc' cu{rcfpond:ncc be-
wween Mr. Monroe and Mr. (,anm.ng, and between
Mr. Maditon and Mr. Role, relative to the attack
mde upon the trigate Chefapeake, by the _Bn‘ufh
fhip of war Leopard—and allo the cominunications
made tu the fenate, by thc_preﬁdcnt of the United
Suates, on the 30th day of Marctz laft, containing
2 letter from Mr. Erfkine to the lccrctarygof ltate,
and a lecter from Mr, Champagny to gendral Arm-
ftrongy
REPORTED,

HAT on a view of the feveral orders, decrees

and decifions, of Great-Britain and France,
thin the period of the exilting war, it appears, that
vious to the mealures referred to in the letters
b Mr. Erfkine to the fecretary of ftate, and from
r, Champagny to general Armitrong, varjous and
vy injuries have been committed againft the neu-
{ commerce and navigation of the U, States, un.
I the following heads
{f.The Britilh order of June, 1803, unlawfully
ricting the trade of the U. States with a certain
tion of the unblockaded ports of her enemies, and
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n from ports where they had depofited contraband
icles.
od, The capture and condemnation,_in Britilh
irts of admiralty, of’ ARicrican property, oiva pre-’
led principle, debarring neutral nations from a
e with the enemies of Great-Britain, interdifled
time of peace, The injuries {uffered by the citi-
s of the United States, on this head, arofe, not
m any public order of the Britith council, but
o a vaviation in the principle, upon which the
its of admiralty pronounced their decifion, Thefe
ifions have indeed again varied, without any new
ers of council being iffued 5 and in the higher
brts of admiralty, fome of the decifions which had
med the greateft caule for complaint, have been
erled, and the property reftored.  There flll re-
ins, howevery a heavy claim of indemnity for con-
ations, which were made ducing the period of
fe unwarrantable decifions, and for which all ne.
iation has hitherto proved unavailing.
BJ, Blockades notilied to the minifters of the U-
d States at London, and thence made a ground
capture, againtt the trade of the United States,
atite dilregard of the law of nations, and even of
definition of legal blockades, laid down by the
tfi government itfelf. Examples of thefle illegiti-
te blockades, will be found in the notifications of
blockade of May 16th, 1806, of the coalt from
river Elbe to Brelt inclufive—blogkade of 11th
Ere 1307, expounded 19th June,-.1807, of-the
¢, Weler and Ems, and the coalt between the
t—blockade 11th ot May, 1807, of the Darda-
lesand Smyrna—blockade of 8th January, 1808,
Carthagena, Cadiz and St. Lucar, and of all the
rmediate ports hetween Carthagena and St. Lu.
y comurehending @ much greater extent of coalt,
athe whole Britith navy could blockade, accord-
to the effablifhed law of nations.
the To thefe injuries, immediately authorifed by
Britith government, might be added other fpuri.
blockades by Britith naval commanders, particu-
y that of the ifland of Carrocoa, which for a very
lictrable period, was made a pretext for very ex-
five fpoliations on the commerce of the United
tes, -
Bth. The Britith proclamation of Odober laft,
th makes it the duty of the Britilh officers to
refs from American merchant vefels, all fuch of
irerews as mighe be taken or miltaken for Britith
je@ts—thofe officers being the fole and ablolute
zes in the cafe,
fFor the decrees and ad@ls of the French govern-
% violating the maritime law of nations, in re-
@ to the U, States, the committee refer to the
nees contained in the report of the fecretary of
5y Ja{’Uer 25thy 1806, to the fenate, in one of
ichy viz, a decrec of the French gen. Ferrnad, at
P"‘m'“ﬂo. are regulations fenfibly affecting the
l:‘” ard commercial rights of the U. States.
. French a@t nexct in arder of time is the decree
Nov. 21, 1806—declaring the Britith ifles in a
¢ of blackade, and profefling to be a retaliation
antecedent proceedings of Great-Britain violating
]a_w of nations. )
:‘r:;;]\:cr“ was followed, firft by the Britith order
tdccn-): ‘8(1)71 pfofc_ﬂ]ng to be a retaliation on
Unitcd'sam fubjefling to capture the t!-adc of
the port 0;3‘6‘. from the port of one belligerent
oy another ; and fecondly, by the orders
ember laft, profelling to be a further retalia-

-

tion on the fame decree, and prohibiting the com-
merce of neutrals with the enemies of Great-Britain,
as 'c‘xplaincd in the aforefaid letter of Mr. Erfkine.
I'hefe lalt Britith orders again have been followed
by the French decree of December 17, purporting to
be a retaliation on the faid orders, and to be put in
force againft the commerce of the United States, as
ﬂate.d in the aforefaid letter of Mr. Champagny.

) The committee forbear to enter into a comparative
view of thofe proceedings, of the different bellige-
rent powers, deeming it {ufficient to prefent the ma-
terials from which they may be formed. They think
it their duty neverthele(s, to offer the following re-
marks, fuggefted by a colle@ive view of the whole.

The injuries and dangers refulting to the commerce
of the United States, from the caule and increafe of
thefe belligerent meafures, and from fimilar ones a-
dopted by other nations, were fuch as firft to induce
the mgre circumifpe® of our merchants and fhip
owuers, no longer to conimit their property to the
high feas, and at length to impofe ‘on congrefs the
indifpenfable duty of impofing fome legiflative provi-
fion, for fuch an unexampled ftate of things,

Among other expedients out of which a choic¢.

was to be made, may be reckoned, -
1ft. A prote@tion of commerce by armed flips of
ware. ’

2d. A prote@ion of it by felf armed vefTels.

5d. A war of offence as well as of defence.

4th. A general fufpenfion of torcign commerce.

5th. An embargo on all our vellels, mariners and
m “‘and'xfc.‘«.,_r_ B

- — !
‘Wi laft was-adopted, and tlic policy of it wis en-
forced, at the particulur momént, by accounts quick-

ly after confirmed, of the Britifh orders ot Nov. and®

by the probabilizy that thefe would. be. followed, as has
allo happened, by invigoratéd fpirit of retaliation, in
other belligerent powers, The happy effect of the
precaution is deinov®irated by the well known fad,
that the ports of Europe are crowded with cap-
tured veflels of the United 'States, unfortunately not
within the reach of the precaution.

With refpe to a protetion of our commerce by
fhips of war, it muft be obvioufly impraélicable, in
any material degree, without a lapfe of time, and an
expenfe which amounts to a prohibition of that re-
fort ; befides that it would neceffarily involve holtile
collifions with one or more of the belligerent powers.

Self.armed merchantmen would have the fame
tendency, at the time that they would be utterly in-
adequate to a fecurity againft the multiplied fleets
and cruiflers to be encountered.

An entire suspension of foreign commeree as the
refort in the firflt inltance, would evidently have pro-
duced fome inconveniencies not incident tp the em-
bargo, as it was modified.  But the committee donot
suppress their opinion, that after a reasonable time,
it inay not improperly take the pluce of the embargo,
in case of a protracted adherence of the belligercnt
porersy to their destructive procecdings against our
neutral commerce..

With relpeét to a refort to war, as a remedy- for
the evils experienced, the committee will offer no o-
ther refletion, than that it is in it{elf fo great an c-
vil; That the United States have wifely confidered
peace and honeft neutrality, as the beflt foundation of
their general policy. 1t is not for the committee to
fay under what degree of aggravated injuries and
fufferings a departure trom this policy may become
a duty ; and the moft pacific nation finds itfelf com-
pelled to exchange for the calamities of war the
greater diftreffes ot longer forbearance.

1In the prefent ftate of things, the committee can-
not recommend any departure from that policy which
withholds our commercial and agricultural property,
from the licenfed depredations of the great maritime
belhgerent powers. They hope that an adherence to
this policy will eventually fecure to us the bleflings of
peace without any facrifice of our national rights;
aud they have no doubt that it will be fupported by
all the manly virtue which the good people of the
United States have ever dilcovered, on great and pa-
triotic occalions. But the committee would fuggell,
on this fubjeét, that better councils in the belligerent
governments, producing a juster conduct towards neu-
tral nations, awould render a continuance of the em-
bargo unnecessary, and that it will be a provident
meafure to veft in the executive a power, in fuch an
event, to [ufpend, until the next feflion of congrefs,
wholly, or in part, the feveral as prohibiting the de-

arture of our veflels for foreign'ports. . :

Although the committee have abftained from en-
tering into any particular comparifon of the proceed-
ings of the French and Britilh governments towards
the United States, they cannot reconcile with their
duty, or with the juflt fenfibility of the nation, not
to advert to the tenor and languge of the late com.
munications made by the refpe@ive organs of thofe
goveinments, .

In the letter of Mr. Champagny, the United
States are not only threatened with confifcation, as
the final deltiny of American property, feized under
French decrees, unlefs difpofition fhall be manifefted

by them againlt G. Britain, fatisfa@ory to France,
but they are even declared, without referve of any
fort, to be adtually in a ftate of war with G. Britain.

In the letter of Mr. Erfkine, to the fecretary of
ftate, the Us S. are explicitly charged with jullly
fubje@ing their commerce to confifcations under the
Britith ocrders, by not oppofing an effettual reliftance
againft the decrees of France ; in other words, by
not making war againft that nation, in cafle fo other
interpofition thould te effeétual.

There are in this expofition of the Britifh orders,
certain features, which claiin particular attention ; a-
mong the regulations of which they coniifly it is pro-
vided, that the commerce of the United Statesy bound
Jrom their own ports to its legal and ordinary mar-
ketsy shall pass through British ports, shall there, in
all casesy take their clearances from British officers,
shally in some cases, ottain special licenses, and in
others, pay a direct and avowed tux ; thus, putting
the United States on’ a commmercial footing, even,
worse than was allowed to British colonics—which
were left free to carry their exports dire@ly to for-
eign markets, in cales where an intermediate voyage
to the parent cBunuy, would be oppreffive. 1ln the
piefent cafe, not a fingle article is permitted to be
fent from the United States to the moft {onthern
parts of Lurope, without a previous voyage to Great-
Pritain, and in fome inflances, not without purchaf.
ingz even that privilege, witiout taying a trilute to
the Brivish Ireasury,

The committes bave tuken into confideration the.. ...
TP Wl covio s’ i — o T U ol ST L T
- Rl EeheTs rellmgr to the zrratloan, the frigate=Che~ -

fapeake s bue they have not deemed it their duty, in
the aflual pofluie of that fubjedt, to make any other
ek, than that it firengthens the matives for per-

fevering- in alt- the provifiehal and precautionary

mealures hitherto contempluted.

The committee finally beg leave to fubmit the fol-
lowing refolutions :

Resolved, “hat the committee do Lring in a bill,
authorifings the prefident of the United States, inthe
event of fuch peace or fulpenfion of hoftilities be-
tween the belligerent powers of Europe, or of fuch
chapges in their mealures uffecting neutral commerce,
as may render that of the U, States fufficiently fafe
in his judgment, to fufpend the a& laying an embara
go on al) lhips and veflels in the ports and harbours
of the United States, and the [everal a&ts {upplemen-
tary thercto, under fuch exceptions and reftriions,
as the public intereft and circumftances of the cafe
may require: Provided, fuch fufpenfion fhall not
extend beyond —— days after the commence-
ment ol the next {effiorr of congrefs,

Resolved, hat the committee do bring in a bill,
authorifing the prefident of the U. S, to fufpend the
operation of the feveral ads prohibiting the importa=
tion of certain goods, wares .and merchandife, it in
his judgment the public good fhould require it ; Pro-
videdy that fuch fufpenfion fhall not extend beyond
days after the commencement of the next fel-
fion of congrefs,

.
Resolvedy, That the committee be inftru€@ed to ree-

port a billy prohibiting, after the day of yall
commercial intercourse swith such of the bflligermr
nations, whose edicts against the neutral commerce
of the U, S. may render such prohibition expedient.,

Resolved, That the committee be further instructs
ed to report a bill, expatriating all citizens of the U,
S. commanding ships or vessels of the U. S. <who
shall be convicted of woluntarily accepting any license,
or paying any tax, snconformity to the British orders
of councily of the 11th of Nevember last,

Resolved, That the committee be further inftru&ed
to report  billy impofing .on the navigation and com-
merce of foreign nations, reitritions correfponding
with the ‘reftriCtions impofed by them refpective-
ly on the commerce and navigation of the United
States,

Gereral Rey, the French conful for this city,
embarked fecretly on board the Ar&urus, bound for
Bourdeaux, on Wednefday, the 13th inftant. Thig
unexpedted departure has excited confiderable inqui-
1y into the caules of a ftep fo hafty and unlooked for,
and has occafioned loud complaints from a number of
perfons, with whom he has tranfafled bufinefe. In
extenuation it is reported, that M. Pichon, now in
France, and who was recalled from this country, has
implicated M. Rey.in his tranfadtions and accounts,
and that his perfonal appearance is ablolutely necefTa-
ry for the explanation of the manner in which the
funds of his goverrment have been difpofed of, and
to make a regular frttlr_mcnt with the proper offi-
cers. The fecret and furreptitious mode of his depar-
ture has, however, given great offence to a  number
ot perfons, with whom he has been conne@ed in
mercsntile and other concerns, [ V. 1. Oracle.]

A hog, four and an half years of age, was killed,
in Mannington town{liip, Salem county, New.Jerfey,
about the 20th ultimo, which weighed 9431ibe. after
being drefled—and was owned by Job Tyler, ju-
nr.
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